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The Vlachs area Romance -
speaking community that appear 
all over the Balkans. 
Pontic Greeks originate from the 
Pontus region at the Black Sea 
and speak a Greek dialect that 
resembles Turkish a lot.
When I refer to my village I am 
talking about the village my fat-
her grew up in which we visited 
a lot during my childhood and 
in which I spent my summers as 
a child with my grandmother.
It lies close to Albania in the 
north-west of Greece. Most of 
the roughly 700 inhabitants are 
Vlachs. 

After getting my Bachelors 
degree in biology in Germany I 
decided I would prefer to work as 
an artist (whatever that means). 
The economic situation of my 
parents allows me to do so while 
only having to do other work 
more or less part-time.

3
Part of a page I drew and wrote 
about spending a night in a 
shepherde’rs barn during our 
first visit to Ukraine in July 2017. 
I am oscillating between being 
too proud of myself and judging 
myself too harshly. It was done in 
October 2017 a couple of months 
after returning from Ukraine.
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5
Part of the abstract I wrote for 
the Essence in November 2018. 
By now I had visited Ukraine 
three times and I could see which 
topics were important to me.

6
Sketch and text that eventually 
turned into No. 3. 
While No. 3 focuses on my 
feelings and thoughts, the 
sketches and writings before that 
were more descriptive.

7
Page that followed No. 3. After 
the night in the barn we spent a 
little time with the shepherder 
and his sons before he left with 
his dog and flock.

8
Part of four short paragraphs in 
which I tried to analyze what was 
happening to me and my coffee 
during the Landing (our 2nd visit 
to Ukraine as a bigger group). 
The Landing is on Friday was 
the event we organised/hosted 
during that second visit.

4
In May of 2018 after a visit to 
Ladendorf (Austria) I wrote 
four pages trying to recall our 
first visit to Ukraine. I felt more 
distanced and tried to be funny 
and poetic…
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9
In the period from 
January to March 2018 we kept 
contact with the village in 
Transcarpathia we visited 
through postcards. I was sending 
links to YouTube playlists; I 
wanted to share my musical 
influences.

In May of 2018 after a visit to 
Ladendorf (Austria) I wrote 
four pages trying to recall our 
first visit to Ukraine. I felt more 
distanced and tried to be funny 
and poetic…

10
In August 2017 I wrote a storybo-
ard for a short comic inspired 
by our stay. It features fictional 
characters and is influenced alot 
by my situation at home with my 
parents. In it a group of kids 
discover a living music inst-
rument and struggle against 
the constraints imposed by the 
principal of the boarding school 
they visit.

11
In Autumn 2017 I wrote short 
rhymes or plain text and drew 
stylised self portraits. Later I 
summarised them under the title 
“Saving yourself from YOU”.
They were a result of an extensive 
introspection that started while 
drawing and writing No. 3. 

12
Sentence out of a small paragraph 
I wrote in December 2017. I 
was figuring out which topics I 
brought into Ukraine and which 
did it bring out of me.
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After leaving the shepherd, my 
guide and I had to get back to the 
group and cross a little stream.

15
Part of my notes preparing for 
the Essence in November 2018.

Continuing where No. 3, 4, 14, 
left off. After getting back to our 
driver and group I had to take 
care of my feet. After clumsily 
bandaging them with toilet paper, 
our driver helped me out. 
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