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The first map-text describes
some of my experiences in
Nyzhnje Selyshche, located in
the Carpathians of Ukraine. The
second one is based on my time
in Uerkheim, a part of Switzerland
which I would label ‘home’. These
maps are a sort of personal topog-
raphy of memories and thoughts.
What happened on-site is seen
from a top-down perspective;
the anecdotes roughly follow the
streets, waterways and contours
where they originated.

What exists between the two
places? A journey, a big zoom, out
to space, and right back into the
village.

We went to Nyzhnje Selyshche
with forest ecology and illegal
logging in mind. This blew up
shortly after our trip, as plans for
a gigantic ski resort in its periph-
ery have been made public. This
project is still going on and it is
worth fighting it.!

One has to side with the forests;
the massive effect they have on
climate and soil, water circula-
tion and biodiversity. Still, the
problems that came up were not
without ambiguity. There were
questions about the future of this
and many other villages, their

work and job security, urbanism,
modernisation versus preserva-
tion. How and in what should we
invest ourselves? Coming from
a country with a high ‘ski-resort
density’, what right do I have to
be against such a project?

From far away, Terra, Mother
Earth or Gaia is one giant metab-
olism. Everything is connected,
and geophysical processes do not
stop at a border or coast. As be-
ings, we live in a location, where
our experiences grow within that
environment. ‘Local’ people are
always experts on detailedness
in regard to their activities. Un-
derstanding or bridging the di-
chotomy between global and lo-
cal is of great importance today,
and that is what I want to illustrate
with these maps.

1. Get information, sign the letter and sup-
port ecotourism, via:
<https://www.bmf.ch/waldkarpaten/en>
and <https:/ /freesvydovets.org/en>
[accessed 21 March 2019].

2. Translated from:
<http://www.uk rinvest.e u/de/investitions/
landwirtschaft> [accessed 16 March 2019].

07

1

A GUIDEBOOK TO LIFE ELSEWHERE



0]
: Rs)
Looking at the world from above, 2 _ . 3 8 v 35 8
. . . = .= o O <
you will recognise plenty of fami- o T 2a® 2T o a %
_ . D g = 5
liar faces on mother globe, our W o .22 = 9=
. ., -4 2 L = % w O = ©
Gaia. Up here, the organic—chao- 3 o = = 2§05 ¢
. oy . = O 2 O = == 0
tic structure appears as what it is, S 5 O 9 % < o 5 3
. . . w 5 9 > X é\é') = 5 c
a jungle, an ocean, one gigantic w 0o 2T s 5T 5T o
context T %<§‘°§~952%
: = < T on E 3 2 = = o
o ) ) = 20 9058 8% &
Zooming in means engaging with Q =92, 53235 &
. = () S
the mess. From continent to land- LOE el NS >°
. O N O
scape, the overview changes. Your g S & ©
. .. I —
objectivity becomes local, as the : E 539 & v
. \
scale gets smaller, and distances o o2~ 50 O
b / d less abstract g 3 ¢ ¥
ecome less and less abstract. e § o N
LI<.I - %\\60 Q)\\O
Approach further, pass the critical & o NG O
. . Q
density into the core zone, and § el
. O . ‘
L n
you are going tc? efwc'ounfer )fhe Matelid guate’!
divid @
individuals. Their living, their me- =
. . (0]
tabolism as well as their problems "
are linked to the ones from upper
levels, and still, little do they feel
the implications.
What is this place? You can’t help
but empathise with the locals, their
culture, it reminds you... You zoo-
med in too close, ... you just landed ... Dear Carpafhians/ Liv
!ive 4
arm
o T :
¢ 4 T ARe! o /
Qg o /@s,://’ %, o, C oy~ ey 5 9% 7, o, //5@ /4@“?/5@ /.4/““
L@ Ty Ty P, e, Sp T 1y P Ory Vs s g
§ % 8, %0y Cas Tog 0 My %, Yoy A, e s, D
S Ty Ty Sk, g [ A % o, oy Qog T 6
“ e /Zs s OJ‘/ @/;o/ /745‘,5 . @0//. < L 7 “ 4 % S5 OC@ e <,
N @ o o, Q. s Sop O, o, %, g, ey oy
3 o % Sk S, 7O VN, / Z c 7 %
9 - > op, S, Ws Feg, e Py e, "t s, Su. s
S G he'® Yoy B, Yoo T g e Ty Top g T
3 ©4ind ’
9 \e®
S?Q Speed bumps are already built into the street ... Here, everything g
3



| —_—
c - 5
O e} g
< "
S <3 =
< 3 & 2 |
g ) o Q Ng .8 =
§§§? LR A
‘”éii@%g@g aogg,ow
oo P ®>§{D£® Jiro ent
\0\6(\\\0 O’O/@/) S = = o 2 5P e el iron
@9\87“5 Eb-. atch of ecesdmm
’6,® E é g W et d\‘ne(e, (ove\\/ m'\nuous,
" 4;.2 2 3 ILD W are rore! all ony\h\ng,
29
d % > OoO0OD put alsO oihind can
o ne® 5. Rain is 7 m S h en her®
We/c ‘he ‘:'.' pp
om rals A I e
Fem\e 5ol e, fors . X .
¥ :
ond Jow P Cocy Sy . o\mos&
duchi© cost® ake /6//)7 Od (OﬂdO\‘(\
el g(\cu\ e an @o/é //‘{
onse® ol o o oreo\ ot \s e o
unp alle! ath g‘nou\ ste ond /7//770/ '%O "
Cemro\ guro? \n oddmon, acte g is /,OC ///) %
a —.
oxpo” ed overy \/eor e 1ol bO% of (ot /o tis if it has \NO\Q‘ %)
(acred® in the posk fre yeo™® \neAC\mem\y | ain® m//d/)/- ;o
s th Ad ! der I° the oxpO"! ?surﬁ\OWer oll and porteY By industri >
a
high pvoduc\‘\vﬁ\/ alsO ache® aiff rent cer® crop® anim@ (oduct® ised el
\meo\ ddony oduc®® 1 i u\m(o\ o her® (s ’\Keres\\ g a
\h Jesim® Vit enti s O {ind ,g
o e way opP | for f u st i fof 3
3 of ¢ U s (epreneurs? \5‘\(\(5
' L BEL/R ‘66 Qﬁo
mony wi & ® ELIEF son \\.00
ith 0 \ %, :\ \gos supp\\/\
e
, 9
@ AH Vs Placo\o
) W J v ’
= URG
> =
ey e EN! ells M eh t OVe.T‘nere othin9
3 1o stV y e Vel don'! ge i petor®@
®
2 25 you e \ose" pis ! ef d‘we%
om° | dre@ ( edV afio  then aght 0b°
WO 4 0\s© 15519 his 1° Yy home:
ut \ somew‘not alie S
{ inis ! \ for ™M°
| né J10%°
(ﬂOYe

( lﬂ ca .
ni
sters and
lad,
ie
S /
n

g goe
S: C:h‘
icken
S
. CATs, bar
rows
! pUpNS
/ wate
oA
BC...Z
o Amx5
S
/é%/



Around the same latitude, 1150 km wes-
tern: a small village in a hilly scenery,
much like Nyzhnje Selyshche, just a bit
less green for the eye of the satellite.

A village that produces aliens and
sends them out into the world, to obser-
ve, invest, manufacture and augment.
These aliens carry the geo-social questi-
ons of their time.
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Some stay, some leave, some Residents of Uerkheim value the
protect nature, some help proximity to nature without being
others, some don’t care, some completely off the map. Some do

just need a job to make a living  that because they adore the flora

or get a break. and fauna and seek the spirits

The idea of a good life is dee- of the forest ... others would see

ply rooted in us. Insignificant the concept of their nation and

materialistic disparities aside, culture in the landscape. The few

it really boils down to finding remaining farmers who cultivate

a relation between the self large areas might value the pro-

and the surroundings, in which perties of the terrain, or secretly

the encounters are as rich and like to bobsled from their \\O)\S\'\
plenty as we wish for. homes to the office. 0s su"
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