A GUIDEBOOK TO LIFE ELSEWHERE

STVWIN
NO
A2-b-E

>
-
>
(7]
-
~
(©)
-
=
0



C.A.T. CONTENT

A GUIDEBOOK TO LIFE ELSEWHERE

ABOUT THE BOOK 9
INTRODUCTIONS

swatner | SPECULATIVE - RISK - BEAUTY 1n

BT gedenn Il MAYBE | AM A CAT. - CLOCKWORK - ANTHROPOCENE 17

R usch Il CAT. - UMWELT - INTERSECTION 21

:“":w mom [V TOOLSHED - LANDING - TEMPORAL ATTRACTORS 25

LANDSCAPES

gt 5" 01 SNIPPETS - MACHINE - PLANETARY CONCERT 31

saevite 02 AIRPLANES - DOING NOTHING - WALNUT TREE 47

paide 199 7| 03 WALNUT TREE - GRANDMA - DEGROWTH 73

Valer® eute 04 ORNAMENT - DRAWING PROCESS - INK 85
pedel®® 05 WOOD BYE - ZOOM ZOOM - C.A.T. ZONES 105
qofoe \K":ﬂn 06 CORRIDOR - FABLE - ATTACHING 13
“e“fd LGalo 07 | AM A CAT. - INVESTIGATION - SHELTER 123
e rete 08  ALWAYS - PLEASE - TIMETABLE 131
uadaluP® A‘kov\é 09 ATAZ FOR CATS - UTOPIA - MAKHNO 137
Marko "‘:mos-\s 10 SHEPHERDS - COFFEE - FOOTWEAR 155
e G' genn 11  WATER - ENERGY - LOCALISM 183
L sashit 12 LOADING - TIME - PROPAGATING MOSS 191
O eBer 13 MOSS - HAMMOGCK - SHIT SITUATION 205
qephond! 14 35 MM - CULTURAL CENTRE - ALIENS 211
Meri™® mann 15 HOLDING ONTO - FLOWERS - RUSHNYK 219
) hun;:m mam 16  COMMON GOOD - BUREAUCRACY - ECONOMY 235

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 246



T81  VIdAL NO STVWINV DIHJOYLSVLIVD



WATER

ENERGY

LOCALISM

11

Rosie Benn



184

CATASTROPHIC ANIMALS ON TERRA

n the primeval forest of

Transcarpathia we are bathed in
century-old trees, each with their
own tale to tell, with carpets of moss
like glowing green grandfather
moustaches from head to toe.
A rather different experience
from the monoculture I usually
encounter. The snakes, who have
fallen, continue their living in a new
form as they are left to decompose
on the bed of the forest. Watchful
tree snakes lying endlessly, yet
always in motion. They are houses
for new creatures and microbial
worlds. These beings slither in and
around the forest, regulating water
flow and retention, protecting us
from floods.

A stroll with the road in charge
leads us to a lady who stands
strong and proud at the gate of her
self-renovated house. The walls
inside are dressed in hand-painted
patterns, the surfaces of furniture
inhabited by small villages and
gatherings of ornaments of animal
characters. This lady bakes bread
in a large oven the shape of a small
house. She keeps a pig, in the dark;
I felt sorry for that. He seemed
lonely and distressed in his tiny
room. Quite a contrast to some
of the other animals I met in the
village, who trot in and out of the
paths and fields, taking the same
righteous space as the humans



around. It made me chuckle with
delight to watch ducklings, kittens,
goats and humans intertwine on
their daily routes so casually. But
the pig in the dark was called
Kapitoschka, named after a water
droplet that stars in a Ukrainian
cartoon. Kapitoschka is a rain
creature, watcher from the sky,
guardian of houses and weather,
yet also mischievous and slips
easily through your fingers.

In Nyzhnje Selyshche we had
many encounters with water.
One such encounter was with the
water of a chapel well that was
said to induce fertility. To which
we were very curious to find out if
our male colleagues who drank it
would soon swell up like a balloon
and bring a new mini person into
the world. Bogdan, an ecologist
guiding us through the village,
was inspiringly passionate about
sustainable water use. He shared
his take on permaculture water
sanitation systems, and we learned
about structures he has already put
in place and plans he is conjuring
up, to regulate water surplus and
manage pollution.

Water has energy and money has
energy; both modify the landscape
depending on their currents and
interactions with the environment.
In what directional flows and

conditions do these energies
circulate? How does the flow of
money modify the landscape? Or
the landscape of everyday life?
Water flow is often engineered, its
currents and activities designed.
Dams are created to accumulate
large bodies of water and produce
hydroelectric power, canals
are made for marine travel or
through

irrigation to agricultural lands or

distribution of water

for other human uses,! sometimes
a river is straightened to increase
speed of water flow or dredged to
obtain more water at one time in
one place.? Although the intention
of engineered intervention in
water systems is to benefit, such
constructions can in some cases
lead to flooding and vegetation
disturbance, and intervene with
destruction to species migration
or reproduction cycles.

As water flow can be adapted to
create currents of energy or re-
sources that are distributed from
one place to another, from one
group of people, community, or
species to another, so can an econ-
omy. The flow and distribution of
money is engineered according
to a chosen system. This metaphor
came into being through drawing,
when taking notes and sketches
while listening to Sascha, the vil-
lage’s Mayor, explaining the de-
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centralisation model for Ukraine
(that had been tried out in areas
nearby and was currently being
debated for Nyzhnje Selyshche).
We were informed that the cur-
rent economic system and man-
agement of money flow in Ukraine
as in most places relies on deci-
sion-making from the state; when
the money goes through this sys-
tem it is retained and builds up
in certain areas and pockets due
to bureaucratic corruption. When
the money finally reaches the vil-
lage, what has trickled down from
the ‘dam’ is not even enough to
re-pave roads. Decentralisation
would open up decision-making
and economic investment man-
agement to local citizens. It seems
that this would have a positive ef-
fect as those people have local
knowledge and an involvement in
the community that no econom-
ic adviser in Kiev has. They could
utilise their situated knowledge
to direct with detail where money
could be allocated and where the
energy is needed and could give
a most fruitful outcome. However,
the details of a decentralisation
plan must also be monitored and
critically analysed. Strategies from
Nick Clegg, Deputy Prime Min-
ister UK, in 2010 stated that ‘[...]
a radical shift of power from the
centre to citizens and communi-

ties would give more control and
freedom back to people to manage
their own lives as they see fit.”® UKs’
decentralisation model of ‘commu-
nity politics’ and ‘Liberalism’ used
the concept of the ‘Big Society’ to
re-work monetary management.?
The ‘Localism Bill’ put into place
under the Liberal Democrats and
Conservative coalition govern-
ment, 2010-2015, ‘[...] has been
seen as a mechanism for recon-
figuring public services within the
context of austerity. This is partly
about more effective policymak-
ing but also about blame shifting.”®
This statement is a reference to
the poor outcome of decentralisa-
tion in the UK due to the fact that
it was introduced at a time when
‘new demands’ were generated by
‘expenditure cuts’.® In other words,
less money was given to public
services, and the decentralised or-
ganisations had to deal with that.
This created a situation of strain on
public services, and the ones who
made the money pot smaller were
hiding behind a mask of distribut-
ed responsibility. This is not to say
decentralisation is essentially mis-
construing or negative, rather to
point out that although it can be an
anti-authoritarian and emancipa-
tive model that could certainly give
more power to citizens, the way it is
carried out, with what procedures



it is supported and under which in-
tentions it is introduced should be
considered.

Water runs through the village,
invisibly underground through
pipes, peeping its nose out through
creeks, wandering around streets
and houses, even leaking into our
morning yoga via dew. Rivers can
act as borders between places,
make islands of countries, yet to
flip the coin they also connect
towns and communities, cities and
countries. Water trespasses and
pushes through these boundaries
bringing with it a stream, carrying
ripples of actions and interactions.
Actions in the sense of mineral
distribution, interactions in the
sense of animal reproduction,
but there are also traces of the
social and political manifested in
material forms of pollution that
also make their way down streams.
What then would the development
ofalarge skiresortin the Svydovets
Mountains’ send downstream?
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